
Special Programme - French-English Bilingual Unit “La Découverte”

Burnside Primary School offers a French-English bilingual programme of study
for students who comply with the following criteria. The maximum number of
students that can be accommodated in the bilingual unit at any one time is 50.

Eligibility:
An interview is necessary for all applicants. During the interview, parents /
caregivers of applicants will confirm their understanding of, and commitment to
supporting their child/ren’s education in both French and English.
The interview also allows the school to check if the child/ren meet the criteria for
enrolment in the bilingual unit, which are:
● The child/ren can communicate orally in French (understand oral language

and express their needs);
● A French-speaking adult is available and willing to support learning in

French at home.

Following the interview, parents / caregivers fill in a school
application-for-enrolment form. This application is reviewed by the school.
Acceptation is confirmed by email.

Note that:
● All families applying to enrol will be required to register with Frenz, the

supporting organisation (https://www.frenzschool.org.nz).
● Families are expected to inform the school of any other siblings who might

wish to enrol at Burnside Primary School at some stage.
● Existing students of Burnside Primary School who wish to enrol in the

bilingual unit will be required to apply in the same way as applicants who
are not currently students at the school.

● If there are more eligible applicants than there are places available,
selection within eligible applicants will be conducted by ballot in accordance
with instructions by the Secretary under Schedule 20, Clause 3 (1) of the
Education and Training Act 2020. Parents will be informed of the date of
any ballot by public notice in a medium appropriate to the area served by
the school. The ballot will conform to the balloting procedures as set out in
the Ministry of Education instructions December 2020.

https://www.frenzschool.org.nz/?lang=fr

